[Is it possible to cure various disorders of stability or vertigo by surgical correction of tight stenosis of a supra-aortic artery?].
While the efficacy of vertebral arteries revascularisation on the symptoms of vertebrobasilar insufficiency (VBI = IVB in text) is well established, the effect of correction of stenosis of vessels other than the vertebral arteries on stability disorders and vertigo do not appear to have been studied to any extent. Furthermore, vertigo is not considered as specific to VBI. A retrospective study was therefore carried out to determine the outcome in 33 patients with static disorders or vertigo operated upon for a severe stenosis of a brachiocephalic trunk, a carotid artery or a subclavian artery, with or without associated stenosis of a vertebral artery which in all cases had been neglected. Two patients (6%) died during the early stages of this series. Mean duration of follow up was a little longer than 5 years. One month post-operation 61% of the survivors were asymptomatic, all the others reported marked improvement in their symptoms and all had resumed their social life. At a later stage two patients had a clinical relapse associated with new arterial stenosis. Findings in this small series suggest that it is possible to cure or improve patients with stability disorders or vertigo by the surgical correction of a severe stenosis of a supra-aortic artery other than a vertebral artery.